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Richard’s credentials are not in doubt: owner of a decent grey beard, an old but immaculate 
Volvo estate, and a calm and ordered workshop. A warming cabinet was demonstrated, a nuc 
box with galvanized varroa tray (nice touch), and a Horsley board, that variation on the 
Snelgrove.  Richard is equipped to supply fine quality workmanship at reasonable cost and may 
be contacted at perrin.hives@btinternet.com, or on eBay. _ 
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Monthly Meeting – Thursday 20th 
April – Beekeeper’s Question Time 
Is there something you’ve always 
wanted to know but never dared to ask?    
This is a chance to share your 
knowledge and learn from other 
beekeepers.  Questions will be answered 
at Chingford Horticultural Hall, 
Larkshall Road, Chingford E4 6NH on 
Thursday 20th April.  Please arrive for 
7.30 so the meeting can start promptly 
at 8 pm. Be bold and send your 
beekeeping questions to the panel in 
advance by emailing us at 
secretary@eppingforestbeekeepers. 
co.uk  
And remember that there’s no such 
thing as a silly question, so please 
don’t be afraid to ask – although you 
may find you get more than one 
answer! _  

Chair’s Corner 
We know that regular learning and an open mind makes for a better beekeeper, and 
two forthcoming events will give us a chance to practice both. 
At Copped Hall on 15 June the NBU will tell all about Vespa velutina, discuss other 
aspects of bee health, and show frames of EFB. Inspect hives with the experts! Have 
a day off! Bring a picnic! 
Wanstead in June (sounds like a song) will host a Flow Hive event by one of its 
inventors. Sceptical? Eager? Join us to find out the facts and perhaps turn the tap on 
the live Wanstead Flow Hive. 
These events will be over-subscribed: book now! 
Eric Beaumont _ 
 

Tips from the Bee Man 
Drones have already been seen in the 
local area, and this means that 
swarming is likely to begin during 
April.  Inspect colonies regularly and 
be ready to carry out an artificial 
swarm as soon as queen cells are 
discovered – you need spare 
equipment at hand now, don’t wait 
until swarming is imminent!  Even if 
your bees aren’t swarming they are 
likely to be expanding their numbers 
rapidly so ensure they have sufficient 
space. _ 

A craftsman at work 
Clearer board; travel screen; Snelgrove board; these and other 
useful tools are a fiddle to make and expensive from the main 
suppliers, but hidden in the green of Oxfordshire works Richard 
Perrin, a retired cabinet-maker and beekeeper. 

Ted Hooper Memorial Lecture  
For the second year, the Ted Hooper Memorial Lecture was held on a beautifully sunny day at 
Marks Hall Estate near Coggeshall.  This year Professor Dave Goulson from the University of 
Sussex gave his views on Neonicotinoids, their impact on bees (not just honeybees) and the 
arguments for and against their use.  This was followed by an entertaining and informative 
presentation by Darren Lerigo on gardening for pollinators – he introduced the audience to 
seed balls, phillyrea and how to make your garden more attractive to pollinating insects 
generally and to bees in particular.  There was much to learn, and of course tribute was paid 
to Ted Hooper in whose name this annual lecture is given.  Many thanks to Ian Nichols and 
the Essex Beekeepers’ Association for organising this.   _ 

The Flow Hive – A Demonstration 
Last month we told you that the 
Division had been given a Flow Hive 
super to use.  We are pleased to say 
that we have managed to secure a talk 
from Stuart Anderson, the inventor of 
the Flow Hive on Bank Holiday 
Monday 1st May at 10.30 am at 
Wanstead Apiary. He is touring Europe 
from Australia and one of his stops will 
be with Epping Forest where he will 
talk about the invention, how it works 
and answer the questions you may 
have about it. The Super that has been 
donated will be on display on the day.  
If you would like to attend this talk 
you must book a place.  We expect 
interest to be high, and so numbers 
will have to be limited.  Please email 
secretary@eppingforestbeekeepers.co.
uk to reserve your place. _ 

Colony for Sale 
David Mallindine has an overwintered 
colony, in a top bar hive for sale. He 
is looking for £150 for both, and can 
be contacted on 079731 99886._ 

Photos above and below from Eric Beaumont 

BEE HEALTH DAY, on 15th June this year, is being 
arranged by both Epping Forest and Essex and will take 
place at the magnificent Copped Hall, due to the links 
built up by Eric. It is an opportunity to see diseases 
such as AFB and EFB close up, hear the latest on the 
Asian Hornet and is suitable for all levels of beekeeper. 
The numbers, for the whole of Essex, is limited to 60 
and early booking IS essential, and is through our 
own Ian Nichols as on the details below 
https://ebka.org/whats-on/bee-health-disease-
recognition-day/ _ 
 

Swarming: the inevitable 
Our March meeting was a team 
effort and aimed to simplify and 
demystify swarming and its 
management. Why find the queen, 
and how? What problems do 
swarms cause for others? Put which 
box where? Ah! I see.  
The aim of the evening was to 
suggest that before the inevitable 
happens we prepare for the event 
without losing (too much) sweat. 
For those who may have missed the 
evening, a copy of the booklet 
There Are queen cells in my hive - 
what should I do? will save the day.  
 
STOP PRESS: a swarm has already 
been found in Buckhurst Hill; make 
sure you are prepared to take 
action!  _  
 


