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July meeting and Summer Social
Members gathered at the Wanstead Apiary for the July meeting,
which combined an update on the Queen Rearing course with a
barbecue and ‘social’. It was a sunny day and a good time was
had by those attending, particular thanks to Peter and Jackie
Clarke for organising the barbecue, and thanks to all those who contributed to the
refreshments and the raffle prizes, which included a prize of one of the new queens raised on
the course. This was a good opportunity not only to cover some beekeeping topics but also
to have time to chat to other members and meet their families. It’s useful to swap
experiences and anecdotes with other beekeepers, and of course it’s always gratifying to hear
that someone else has lost their queen or had a smaller honey harvest than you have had!
The Queen Rearing Course has now been held twice, and has proved very successful – of
not everything went perfectly, but on
course
the basis that we learn as much from
our mistakes as our triumphs it has
been a very good experience for all
those who took part. As well as learning
about raising queens, participants will
have added to their general knowledge
and understanding of beekeeping.
Many thanks to Khalil Attan and for
running this course with other Division
members. _

Show Time! A message from the Honey Show Secretary
Hello,
Our yearly Honey Show will be taking place this year on Saturday 29th August at the Parish
Church of St John, Epping. This is the second time that we will be using this venue, it was a
great success last year and we would like this year to be equally successful. In order to do this
I would like all members to enter an exhibit. As well as being fun it gives us the chance to
improve the presentation and quality of our honey, this is useful for everyone. Most of you will
have extracted some honey by now, if you do not have any, there are other categories you can
enter such as photography or baking.
I would especially like to see our newer members enter. Full details are on our web site at
http://eppingforestbeekeepers.co.uk/honey-show/ - if you have any questions drop me an
email at showsecretary@eppingforestbeekeepers.co.uk or call me on 07814 700943.
I look forward to receiving your entries.
Khalil _
Queen Bee?
Division members Ted and Jackie Gradosielski
and John and Lynne Dutney attended The Bee
Garden Party at Marlborough House on 1st July.
The event was hosted by Bill Turnbull and was
a fund-raiser for Bees for Development,
recently-retired beekeeper Martha Kearney was
also there (you may have heard her on Radio 4
recently describing her experience of
anaphylactic shock which is why she is now an
ex-beekeeper)! Buckingham Palace has four
hives, and Clarence House has two and Ted
met and spoke to The Royal Beekeeper. Essex
members Richard and Jane Ridler were also
present, as was another famous face! _

Chair’s Corner
With the season nearly over and leaves beginning to turn, thoughts turn to
extracting the harvest, and naturally to showing the fruits of labour at the Honey
Show. Last year at St John's Church in Epping was an enjoyable event (especially
Mr Clarke's prize-winning dark mead), so please join us again on August 29.

Monthly Meeting – Saturday
15th August – Extraction Day
Discover the mysteries of honey
harvesting, or buff up your skills if
you haven’t done this for a while.
The meeting will be at the
Wanstead Apiary, which is at the
rear of 24 Langley Drive, Wanstead
E11 2LL and will begin at 2.30 pm.
Please bring a clean beesuit, and
please show consideration to the
residents of Langley Drive when
parking.
Refreshments will be
available. _
Hive Stand Workshop
This very successful workshop
took place again in July, and 11
stands were made in four hours
by a specialist team! _

Essex Honey Show
Don’t forget the Essex Show on
12th /13th September is open to all
Division Members. Details on the
EBKA website, you can also sell
honey and hive products via the
show. _
Volunteers, please!
As well as wanting your entries for
the honey show, Khalil Attan would
be grateful for some volunteers to
help to run the show and in
particular to sell honey to the
public. If you can help – or if you
have honey to sell – please contact
Khalil. _
Tips from the Bee Man
As brood in the colony begins to
decrease, varroa can become a
problem, so start planning your
varroa control to be applied later
this month.
Some types are
temperature dependent, so don’t
leave it too late. Wasps are thriving
this year, so keep an eye out for any
nests near your apiary and take care
not to spill any honey or nectar
when removing combs. _
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If you have not extracted before, or your skills are rusty, the August meeting at
the Wanstead Divisional apiary will demonstrate that this need not be a sticky job.
How will we keep the wasps and bees at bay? Don't worry, there is a plan ... _
Eric Beaumont
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