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Honey extraction: hard work on a hot day
On a pastoral July day in Wanstead beekeepers gathered to
explore the art of honey: will you invest in extraction equipment
(or bypass that job with a Flow Hive) or instead produce comb
honey?
The Chairman rattled through the essential elements: choice of frames, production and
preservation of good drawn comb; clearing bees from supers; uncapping, and the many tools
which aim (and often fail) to make life easy; a how-to of the extractor, the avoidance of blown
comb, and filtration of the final flood. The importance of correct labelling, choice of jar to
achieve good sale prices, and the importance of hygiene, fermentation and storage were
covered.
The outdoor meshed extraction tent is an ideal viewing platform for beekeepers (and also,
uninvited, several hundred bees) and many hands held sticky cups of tea before the day was
over. Thanks to Don for the provisions, to Andrew Porter from Braintree for his story of a
home-made extractor, and to the beekeepers at Wanstead who helped clear the gear at the
end of the day._

Will you be extracting traditional
capped comb or using a Flow Hive?

It’s all about the honey
If you attended the meeting and
are now getting ready for
extraction, don’t forget our own
Honey Show on Sunday 8th
October at Copped Hall. Please
consider preparing a few jars for
the show – details of classes can
be found on our website
www.eppingforestbeekeepers.co.
uk, remember there are novice
classes for first-timers! _

Congratulations
Well done to Division Members Francis O’Brien, Katy Langley and Linda Bondy who have all
passed their Basic Assessment. If you have had an exam success and we don’t know about
it, please contact Robin Harman as we like to keep records up to date.
This is a short practical assessment of your skills and some questions to be answered orally –
no writing required. If you have been managing a colony for at least a year (preferably two)
then why not think about entering this next year? It will demonstrate your competence as a
beekeeper.
If you have already passed the Basic Exam, have you considered doing some of the written
modules? The next exam session will take place in November, or in March next year, if you
would like to do these or want to find someone else to share your studying with, contact
Robin for more information. _
Essex Honey Show
The Essex Honey Show will take place on Saturday 2nd September this year, at the Orsett
Showground, near Grays, RM16 3JU. There are classes for everyone – if you have some
honey to enter this year (or mead, wax, candles, baking … there are 51 different classes!)
then go to www.ebka.org where you can download a schedule and entry forms. Two new
classes this year are for beeswax polish and embroidery – there really is something for
everyone, and remember that there are ‘novice’ classes each year so this is not just for
experienced beekeepers.
It’s traditional for each Division to provide some volunteers to help man the stall so if you
could volunteer an hour or two on this date, please contact Robin Harman before 11th August
and he will pass your name on to the Show Organiser.
Even if you don’t feel you have anything to exhibit, it’s worth going along to the Show to see
what is on offer and meet other Essex members. _

Monthly Meeting Saturday 19th
August
–
The
Warré:
an
exploration of a hive designed for
natural beekeeping
On 19 August we meet at Organic
Lea, 115 Hawkwood Crescent, E4
7UH where Sean Hearn will give a
guided tour of the Warré beehive and
the principles of natural beekeeping.
Beekeepers will gather at 2.30pm for
a 3pm start, and further directions to
Organic Lea are here.
_
Honey Buckets
Local Honey Man has available for 50p
each a large quantity of used 30lb
honey buckets with lids. They are
available for collection on any Friday
between 9am and 5 pm from Local
Honey Man, Unit 17A, Forest Trading
Estate, Priestley Way, Walthamstow
E17 6AL. A map of directions is here.
The buckets have been used for honey
only and will require washing._

Divisional Extractor
Another reminder that any bookings
to borrow one of the Divisional
Extractors should be made through
Mark Chambers on 07824 486661
If you borrow the extractor, please
take care to return it promptly and in
a clean condition – at this time of
year it is likely that someone else will
be waiting for it to be returned so
that they can get started on
harvesting their honey. _
For Sale
Thorne Warming Cabinet with
thermostat. £140.
Thorne electric uncapping Easi-knife
£25.
Both items as new, used once.
Contact Helen Chadwick on 07505
692945. _
Tips from the Bee Man
Planning to harvest your honey now?
Consider what method you will use to
remove the frames; ‘bang and brush’
or one-way bee escapes? Remember
the latter will need to be put in 24
hours before you plan to remove
frames.
If you want to use the Divisional
Extractor, book ahead (see above) –
stock up on old newspaper to keep
the floor clean, and after extraction
remember to wash all equipment in
cold water, not hot! _
Contacts

Chair’s Corner
Beekeepers can be a conventional lot with firm views and a reluctance to explore
different ways. All this can be set aside (go on, you can do it) when we meet at
Organic Lea on 19 August and hear Sean Hearn describe the Warré hive and its
principles. Natural beekeeping: what does it mean, and where does it leave the
conventional amateur? The topic is likely to broaden horizons and promote curiosity,
and I hope you can join us in Chingford to share that journey.
Eric Beaumont_
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