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Winter Reading 
Wondering what to put in your letter to Santa?  Or is one of your nearest and dearest a 
beekeeper, and you don’t know what to get them this year?  Eric Beaumont has compiled a 
‘Good Gifts’ list. 
'Sixty Years With Bees' by Donald Sims: one of the finest practical books, fluently written, 
detailed, based on solid experience, utterly compelling. 
'Honey Farming' by ROB Manley. Written in 1945 by a commercial beekeeper and based on 
experience gained by running a thousand colonies. Beautifully written, essential reading even 
for those with one colony. 
'A Manual of Beekeeping' by EB Wedmore. A-Z source of information using a cross-reference 
system. Dip in as needed. Written by a master in 1932, now reprinted and updated. 
'An Apiary Guide to Swarm Control' by Wally Shaw. New publication of the popular booklets: 
'There are queen cells in my hive: what should I do?' Straightforward, practical. 
'Principles of Practical Beekeeping' by Robert Couston. Based on wide experience, highly 
regarded, reprinted. 
All books are available from Northern Bee Books, abebooks.co.uk, or eBay._ 
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Monthly Meeting – Christmas 
Social, Thursday 17th December 
The December meeting will be held 
at the Chingford Horticultural Hall, 
Larkshall Road E4 6NH at 7.30 pm. 
Options are curry with naan bread, 
sausage casserole or a vegetarian 
dish.  Tea and coffee will available 
and you are welcome to bring any 
other drinks with you.   
In order to help with planning 
please can you notify secretary 
Robin Harman if you’re planning to 
attend. Free to members, guests 
are welcome at a charge of £5 each.   
There will be a raffle, so please 
bring along any suitable prizes.  _ 
 

Chair’s Corner 
The old season has hardly expired before the new approaches, and one 
experience, which I am determined to avoid next year, is the frantic search for 
equipment on a sweaty summer day. All gear will be boiled, scraped, constructed 
and sorted by February. Good intentions, you will agree?  
Look out for website details of an experience not to avoid: our 'Bee Improvement 
For All' day on 13 March at Copped Hall, Epping. The workshop will be run in 
conjunction with BIBBA and presented by the legend that is Roger Patterson, and 
all who have seen him in action agree that the day will inspire beginners and 
experienced beekeepers alike._ 
Eric Beaumont  
 

Tips from the Bee Man 
Your bees have put their feet up for 
the winter now, so why not do the 
same!  Take a look at the Thornes 
catalogue and suggest some suitable 
gifts for your nearest and dearest to 
buy you, or look at the book 
suggestions on the left.  Don’t forget 
to check any out-apiaries for 
damage in the recent high winds 
however, and be aware that in the 
mild autumn colonies may have 
used up stores faster than usual, 
and need feeding sooner._ 

Thermodynamics and Beehives 
Our November meeting was a talk by thermodynamicist Derek 
Mitchell.  His wife is a beekeeper and this led him to investigate the 
temperature of beehives and the impact on the temperature within 
the colony of different types of construction. 

Divisional Extractors 
We need a volunteer please, to look 
after the Division’s two radial 
extractors and take bookings for 
them.  These are an important 
asset to the Division and if you’ve 
ever used these, or would like to do 
so in future, please let us know if 
you could take on this role.  _ 

Derek’s talk was supported by mathematical equations that had some of the audience rubbing 
their heads, but the evidence from his temperature graphs was compelling. The best-insulated 
structure is a tree! Failing that, poly hives score highly on insulation, and traditional cedar 
Nationals much lower.  Derek contends that clustering is not essential winter behaviour, but is 
just the bees’ response to lower temperatures, and that warmer colonies groom more 
(reducing varroa infestation) and are better able to defend the colony.  He also believes that 
in summer, much less nectar is needed to produce honey in a warm hive, as less evaporation 
is required.  This was a stimulating talk and we were able to examine some of Derek’s 
homemade hives  
and insulating  
covers. _  
 

Anaphylaxis 
A severe allergic reaction to bee 
stings is extremely rare, leading to 
approximately five deaths per year 
in the UK.  However all beekeepers 
should be alert to this risk, as 
urgent medical assistance is needed 
if someone is stung and develops 
anaphylactic shock. This link  
http://www.anaphylaxis.org.uk/wha
t-is-anaphylaxis/patient-signs-and-
symptoms/ provides useful advice 
on what to look out for. _ 

Keeping bees in unexpected places: Taking bees to heather, by Martin Glean 
As a new, very inexperienced bee-keeper I didn’t know if it was a good or bad idea to take my 
two colonies 280 miles up the A1 to the North Yorkshire Moors in August this year. I thought 
the only way to find out was to try it, so I set off with two hives and a dog and with one 
escapee honeybee at Peterborough service station I arrived safely at my destination. I 
installed my hives near a drystone wall in the middle of the purple heather with the help of an 
experienced moorland beekeeper called Philip. They were sheltered yet in the midst of the 
heather landscape, surrounded by food! I was told they needed very little intervention whilst 
they were up there, so I followed that advice. I drove up a couple of weeks later to add a 
super to each colony and inspected them three times in seven weeks. On my first inspection, 
there were some dead bees outside both of the hives; I concluded they must have been the 
bees that died en-route in the car that had been ejected. I didn’t extract any honey until I 
returned to London at the end of September. In total, I harvested 30lbs of honey. The one big 
lesson I learnt was to take the hives up with clean frames, so I could separate the Essex and 
the heather honey. I pressed all the honey and put it into jars - despite my honey being 
mixed, the heather honey sank to the bottom, separating itself naturally. In conclusion it was 
a truly worthwhile, exciting experience! I would recommend it to anyone. _ 
 

Bees for Development 
This year BfD are raising money for 
income and cashew pollination in 
Ghana.  Donations made online on 
4th and 5th December will be 
doubled – you can do this at 
www.beesfordevelopment.org _ 

Photos of heather 
moorland and hives 
secured with stones 
by Martin Glean  


