Forest Beekeeper
The monthly newsletter of the Epping Forest Beekeepers

February 2017

www.eppingforestbeekeepers.co.uk
Cross Pollination
As well as the scintillating talks arranged by your own Division,
you might like to consider attending some of the lectures run by
the London Beekeeping Association. Talks are usually held at
Roots & Shoots, Walnut Tree Walk, Kennington SE11 6DN.
On 15th February Caroline Birchall will be speaking about the ‘Making a B-Line for London’
partnership initiative. This will help increase the diversity and abundance of pollinators in
London and will demonstrate simple changes we can make to the way we manage London’s

.

green spaces and provide tools and advice to increase the amount of habitat for pollinators If
you would like to attend, this is a free public lecture but a £2 donation from non LBKA members
would be appreciated. You can find out more about other lectures on their web page at
http://www.lbka.org.uk _
Tax Break
It may be helpful for members who sell honey to be aware of the provision in the Budget that
from April 2017 you can generate £1,000 income from a hobby (or £2,000 if there are two of
you) that will not be taxed. Obviously records should be kept and advice sought from an
accountant if needed. This link is a helpful summary of the position.
https://stevejbicknell.com/2016/04/08/its-good-to-share-and-earn-a-1000-tax-free/ _
_
Bin the Beekeeping ‘L’ Plates
The BBKA Basic Assessment is a very good way to improve beekeeper confidence. Of course,
some reading is necessary and practical knowledge essential, but after keeping bees for two
or three years many of us have (without knowing it) acquired all that is needed to pass this
straightforward assessment.
What is involved? A visit to the assessor’s apiary; making a frame correctly; lighting a
smoker and inspecting a colony; answering questions on beekeeping; enjoying a cup of tea
(if you are lucky). The syllabus is on the BBKA website and advice to apply to take the
assessment later this season can be arranged by EFBKA management via Robin Harman at
secretary@eppingforestbeekepers.co.uk.
Did you read the syllabus? Not so difficult, is it? _

Buckets and Bins made easy
This £4 container combines two
essential beekeeping tasks: a
tray for tools and washing
soda, and a bucket for wax
scraps collected during
inspections. The double unit
reduces the carting about of
two containers to one, and was
purpose-made for the fishing
fraternity.
The tray lid is a snap-fit and
will not leak; the bucket is
inaccessible when the tray is in
place; the hive tool shown is
240 mm., but longer ones may
be stored in the bucket.

Monthly Meeting – Thursday 16th
February
Godfrey Munro has the mind of an
engineer and has established Park
Beekeeping as a leading (and
relatively local) supplier of beekeeping
equipment. As is often the case,
engineers make good beekeepers: able
to resolve problems, design better
solutions, and assess laterally. Such
strategies and thinking will form the
core of the meeting at Chingford
Horticultural Hall, Larkshall Road, E4
6NH on Thursday 16 February at
7.30 for 8 pm and we look forward to
seeing you there._
Exam Success
Congratulations
to
Epping
Forest
Division members Robin Harman and
Ian Nicholson who have both passed
Module 6 of the BBKA Exams, Ian also
passed Module 3. This means that both
have now attained four modules on the
course and so they also receive the
Intermediate Theory Certificate.
If you are interested in gaining some
qualifications and knowledge to support
your beekeeping, then you need to
complete the BBKA Basic Assessment
(see left). You can then take the BBKA
Modules, there is plenty of help and
support available within the Division so
don’t hesitate to ask if you’d like to
know more. _

Under New Management
Don McHale has been managing the
Divisional Apiary at the Redbridge
Fishing Lakes with diligence and
care, and the Committee would like
to express their thanks for his hard
work in making this an established
site. Don is now stepping down
from this role, and Peter Clarke will
be taking over. You can contact
him on peejayclarke@hotmail.co.uk
or 07506 335541 . Remember that
only members can keep bees at
Divisional Apiaries so if you haven’t
renewed your membership yet,
don’t delay! _

If you are interested in joining a cost-effective order,
please email chairman@eppingforestbeekeepers.co.uk
to register your interest. _

Chair’s Corner
With the arrival last year of the Asian hornet in England, and as the small hive
beetle makes a steady invasion of Italy, it is timely that we announce an event to
explore and discuss bees, pests, disease and treatment strategies. On Thursday 15
June an Essex BKA Bee Health Day will take place at Copped Hall, Epping,
managed by Regional and Seasonal Bee Inspectors form the National Bee Unit.
Examine frames of EFB and AFB, hear the latest news on the hornet, and explore
hives galore with the inspectors. What will you need? A picnic lunch, a clean
beesuit, and that day off work you promised yourself.
Eric Beaumont _

Tips from the Bee Man
In the recent spells of mild weather
bees have been flying and with little
forage around at this time of year,
stores may be depleted. Check that
your colonies have sufficient stores, but
if you lift the roof, take care not to
disturb the cluster. If necessary feed
with fondant as it is still too early for
colonies to use liquid feed.
_
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