
Forest Beekeeper 
The monthly newsletter of the Epping Forest Beekeepers  

January 2016 
  www.eppingforestbeekeepers.co.uk 

 

 

Membership Renewal 
Yes – it’s time to renew your membership!  The annual fee remains the same and includes 
membership of the BBKA, Essex Beekeepers, Personal Liability Insurance and Bee Disease 
Insurance for up to three hives.  As previously advised, the subscription to Beecraft is no longer 
included as an option but you can subscribe directly to Beecraft for the same price. 
You can download the form from the EFBKA website, and email it to the Treasurer making 
payment directly to the Association’s Bank Account – please don’t do this without emailing the 
Treasurer as he needs to know who’s paid!  Alternatively you can bring the form and a cheque 
along to the AGM, or even complete a form there on the evening.  Subscriptions were 
technically due before 31st December so please don’t delay if you want to continue receiving all 
the benefits of membership, including of course this newsletter. _ 
 

Contacts 
 

Chairman – Eric Beaumont 
chairman@eppingforestbeekeepers.co.uk 
Secretary – Robin Harman 
secretary@eppingforestbeekeepers.co.uk 
Treasurer – John Dutney 
treasurer@eppingforestbeekeepers.co.uk 
Newsletter – Olivia Burren 
editor@eppingforestbeekeepers.co.uk 
Tel: 020 8504 0664 
Website - Kevin Cook 
Tel: 0208 532 1584 
webmaster@eppingforestbeekeepers.co.uk 

Monthly Meeting – AGM 
Thursday 21st January 
The January meeting is when our 
AGM will take place, and it will be 
held at the Chingford Horticultural 
Hall, Larkshall Road E4 6NH at 7.30 
pm.   
Please come along to hear the 
Committee Members’ reports and 
vote for next year’s Committee.  
Please note the post of Extractor 
Monitor is vacant, if you could take 
this on then please speak to Robin 
or Eric.  Volunteers to help with all 
our events are always welcome, and 
please let us have your suggestions 
for future meeting topics. _ 
 

Chair’s Corner 
I am pleased to thank most warmly both Jackie Clarke and Hajra Tai for their fine 
culinary contributions to the December meeting: the Sausage Casserole and 
Curried Lamb disappeared rapidly and were much appreciated.    
A few days later the winter solstice prompted me to cancel hibernation and rise to 
the job of spring preparation. Equipment list prepared? Planning for the season 
complete? No, nor me, but time is (for the moment) on our side. 
Spare an evening, of course, to join us at the AGM: it is a good opportunity to find 
out more about the inner workings of the Association and meet those involved, 
and I hope to see you there.   Eric Beaumont  _ 
Eric Beaumont  

Tips from the Bee Man 
The mild weather continues and 
bees were flying in December so 
keep an eye on stores and feed 
candy (fondant) if necessary.  If you 
usually apply oxalic acid at this time 
of year, remember that it is 
intended for use during a brood-free 
period, and with the mild winter 
many hives will contain brood at the 
moment. This is a good time to 
review your equipment for later in 
the year – do you need to make up 
frames or order new supplies?  
Thornes sale runs until 31 January 
so make the most of this and order 
kit now. _ 

Christmas Social 
The final meeting of 2015 was the very well-attended Christmas 
social – the Horticultural Hall was decorated with lights (although I 
understand our Secretary had to defer decorating at home until 
after this event) and more than 30 members met to enjoy the  

delicious options of curry with naan, sausage casserole or a vegetarian feast.  Some members 
were even seen trying more than one of these – many thanks to Selma and Khalil, Sheila, 
Don, Robin and all those who contributed, not forgetting Francis and Tina who kindly provided 
cake and mince pies.  The evening concluded with a raffle in which the first prize was a 
splendid poly nuc box. _  
 

Booking details for the Bee 
Improvement For All Day 
 
Book a ticket for £10/adult and 
£5/child (accompanied by an adult) 
from secretary@eppingforestbee
keepers.co.uk Payment to HSBC 
Account name EBKA, Sort code 
40-20-37, account number 
21116681. Please include 
payment reference 'BIFA' followed 
by your surname, e.g. 'BIFA 
HARMAN'.   
Alternatively, send a cheque 
payable to 'EBKA' to Robin Harman, 
108, Palmerston Road, Buckhurst 
Hill, Essex, IG9 5LG. 
The event date is 13 March 2016, 
9.30 am-4.30 pm at Copped 
Hall, Crown Hill, Upshire, 
Epping, CM16 5HS.  
See coppedhalltrust.org.uk for map 
and travel directions. Refreshments 
will be provided, but please bring 
your own lunch. Parking is 
plentiful and free._ 

Bee Improvement For All 
On 13 March 2016 at Copped Hall, Epping, an all-day event will be held in association with the 
Bee Improvement and Bee Breeders' Association (BIBBA), which will enable all beekeepers to 
learn simple methods to assess and improve their bees. The workshop will be presented by 
Roger Patterson, who has kept bees for more than fifty years, lectures and teaches widely and 
is a BBKA Trustee and President of Wisborough Green BKA, West Sussex. All who have 
attended a BIFA day agree that Roger is an engaging and humorous communicator who will, 
no doubt, be chaperoned by Nell, the wisest dog in beekeeping. BIBBA is an Association of 
beekeepers which for fifty years has aimed to raise the profile of the British bee Apis 
mellifera and in particular, to raise the standard of local bees, which are those we use most 
often. The assessment of colonies and the selection and raising of queens will be covered, but 
for a full itinerary, visit bibba.com. Copped Hall is a former Essex grand mansion, partly 
ruined but partly restored by a Trust formed of local volunteers. The Hall has atmospheric 
rooms, a formidable walled garden and vaulted cellar kitchens, and is a place of architectural 
romance, education and history. Those keen to discover these charms will find information 
at coppedhalltrust.org.uk.  _                        To book please see the box on the right   
 
 Some Diary Dates 

Bee Tradex at Stoneleigh – Saturday 5th 
March 2016 
BIFA Day at Copped Hall – Sunday 13 
March 
BBKA Module Exams and Essex 
Beekeepers AGM – 19th March 
BBKA Spring Convention, Harper Adams 
College, Shropshire – 8-10 April 
Ted Hooper Memorial Lecture 
Sunday 17th April, Coggeshall, Essex 
and of course please see the EFBKA 
website and this newsletter for details of 
future meetings.  _ 
 


