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Monthly Meeting – Saturday 18th 
July 
Come to the Wanstead Apiary for 
our Summer Social BBQ.  There will 
also be some feedback from the 
Queen Rearing Course but this is a 
great opportunity to chat to other 
Division Members, share your 
experiences of this season and 
enjoy some food and drink, from 
2.30 pm onwards.  There will be a 
nominal charge, to include food and 
a raffle ticket.  _ 
 

Chair’s Corner 
Last month’s meeting at Willow Cottage was a great opportunity to learn about 
what show judges are looking for.  This year’s Divisional Show is only a few weeks 
away and the more entries the better so if you are extracting honey over the next 
few weeks please consider preparing a couple of jars for the show.  You can find 
the categories on the Division’s website, there is something for everyone so please 
take a look to see which classes you might enter._ 
Eric Beaumont  
 
NB: if you are not receiving emails from Robin Harman, please can you 
contact him on secretary@eppingforestbeekeepers.co.uk 

Tips from the Bee Man 
In this recent hot weather, make 
sure your bees have sufficient space 
– add supers where necessary. Dry 
weather can cause a sudden drop in 
nectar, and even good-tempered 
bees can be tetchy when this 
happens so bear this in mind._ 

Willow Cottage 
Division members made their way to the beautiful surroundings of 
Willow Cottage in June, to hear Jean Smye talk about honey 
judging and the preparation of honey for show purposes.  As ever, 
we are indebted to Christine Williams and her family for allowing us 

Hayfever Cure?  
Articles in the national press about 
using local honey as a cure for 
hayfever have caused an increase 
in demand recently.  Buyers want 
honey from their own area, and this 
is a good opportunity to point out 
the difference between the natural 
product that we produce and the 
heat-treated, blended and filtered 
honey found in most supermarkets.  
There’s no clear scientific evidence 
as to whether it works or not, but 
anecdotally some sufferers report 
that it has worked for them.  If you 
have honey for sale, don’t forget 
that you can advertise it on the 
Division website.  Some members 
have also been able to sell directly 
via the local Streetlife website.  _ 
 

Queen Rearing Round 2 
After the success of the queen-
rearing course held at the 
Wanstead Apiary, a second course 
has begun.  We’ll report on this 
later in the year, many thanks to 
Khalil Attan in particular for his 
work on this, which is of great 
benefit to Division Members.  _ 

to hold the meeting there, and Christine was presented with a selection of local honey and 
other hive products provided by Division members.  Jean gave a very entertaining talk (who 
knew there were so many double entendres in hive products!) and the day was a great 
success.  Thanks to Christine, Paul, Liz and all those who provided cakes and other 
refreshments for this very enjoyable meeting.  _ 
 

Insurance and swarms 
Collecting swarms?  BBKA Insurance 
only covers you if this is not on a 
commercial basis.  Accepting a 
reasonable sum for expenses will 
not invalidate this, but charging for 
swarm collection could mean you 
are not covered by public liability 
insurance.  The BBKA website has a 
‘swarm disclaimer’ form you may 
like to use.  _ 

Basic Examination 
Have you kept bees for at least a year? 
Would you like to take this simple practical 
exam, to confirm your knowledge of 
beekeeping and demonstrate to others 
that you know what you’re doing?  The 
Division is keen to encourage all members 
to take the Basic and help is available to 
prepare for this.  You should speak to Ken 
Barker, Eric Beaumont or Ted Grad first to 
get them to sign your application form, 
and you could be taking the exam this 
summer.  Several Division members have 
achieved high marks in this, so why not 
see if you can be one of them. _  

Divisional Activities 
So far this year, we have had: swarm collection, honey judging, queen rearing, use of supers, 
hive-stand building and a beginner’s course.   We also have some members preparing for the 
Basic Examination (see below) and others taking part in the BBKA Exam Modules.   
We will be covering honey extraction, winter preparation, microscopy and equipment 
care/beekeeping husbandry in future months.  And in the middle of all this, of course there is 
always the chance to socialise whether it’s with a cup of coffee after the monthly meeting or 
the forthcoming BBQ at the Wanstead Apiary.    
We are very fortunate in that the Epping Forest Division has many active members, some 
other divisions would be glad to see half of these activities!  However this is YOUR Division and 
the Committee would be delighted to hear from you if you have got ideas for future events.  Is 
there a subject you would like to see covered in more depth, a speaker that you’ve seen who 
you thought was really good, is there an area that you would like some training on or help 
with?  What would you like to see more of – or less of?  Have you got any suggestions or 
contributions for this newsletter?  Please contact one of the Committee if you have any ideas, 
recommendations or requests as we would be very pleased to receive them.   _   
 

The Honey Show 
This year’s Divisional Show will be on 29th 
August at St John’s Church in Epping, this is a 
great opportunity to promote the Division (and 
to win prizes!) so please consider entering.  
This isn’t just for experienced beekeepers, 
there are classes especially for beginners and 
we would love to see a lot of entries this year 
to show the public what beekeepers can 
produce!  
The County Honey Show will be on 12th and 
13th September this year at Barleylands in 
Billericay – if you’d like to enter you can 
download forms from the Essex website 
www.ebka.org. 
 


