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June meeting
There was a good turnout of members to see NBU Inspector
Caroline Washington talking about apiary hygiene and the
importance of good practice. Her talk was followed by a Q and A
session and there were plenty of practical tips on how to avoid
cross-contamination between colonies and apiaries. _
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Changing times
According to Edwardian beekeeper Rev. Tickner Edwardes, bluetits were a menace to bees,
and he advocated taking a shotgun out to get rid of them! Thankfully we now treat wildlife
with a little more respect. Last month seven bee-eater birds were spotted in
Nottinghamshire and bird watchers flocked to the area to see them. These rare visitors to
the UK are expected to increase in number due to climate change. Let’s hope they don’t start
nesting too near our apiaries, as they are a protected species. See the BBC news website for
the full story. _

Hive transportation
Moving a hive of bees is straightforward but if in
doubt please seek advice from a more experienced
member – there’s nothing worse than braking
sharply and hearing a sliding noise from the boot
which suggests the hive is no longer secured! It’s
also easy for bees to overheat during transport, so
make sure they have plenty of air. However, this
picture shows just how easy it can be – no excuses,
if you don’t have a car then you can get on your
bike! _

A Diamond Anniversary
Congratulations to EFBKA President Ken Barker and
his wife Jean, who recently celebrated sixty years
of married bliss – well, Ken says it’s been blissful,
at any rate, and Jean looks as if she doesn’t
disagree. They received a telegram from the
Queen, and flowers and a card from the Division as
well as our hearty congratulations. Ken has been
keeping bees a little less than sixty years, but is
still one of our most experienced members. We
wish him and Jean a very happy wedding
anniversary and many more to come. _

Monthly Meeting Saturday 15th
July – at Wanstead Apiary
To take advantage of the recent honey
flow, this month’s meeting will focus
on honey harvesting, extraction,
bottling and sale. Come along and
find out about different methods of
removing honey and the sticky art of
extraction! Please arrive for a 2.30
pm start at the apiary, rear of 24
Langley Drive, Wanstead E11. _
Honey Show
Don’t forget that the Division’s Honey
Show will take place on Sunday 8th
October this year. Once again, we
are sharing the beautiful site at
Copped Hall with the annual Apple
Day. If you have extracted honey
then please consider entering a jar –
don’t forget there are classes for firsttimers, and you can also enter
candles, frames, wax, photographs
and cakes.
See our website for
details of the various classes that you
can enter. _
Keeping in touch
Have we got your current details? Our
secretary Robin Harman sends out
emails once or twice a month – if you
haven’t heard from him this month,
then
please
get
in
touch
via
secretary@eppingforestbeekeepers.co.
uk to make sure that he’s got the
current address.
If you aren’t
receiving this newsletter regularly,
then again please let him know. _
Divisional Extractor
The
Division
has
an
extractor
available for loan. If you would like
to borrow this please make bookings
through Mark Chambers on 07824
486661 _
Hive Thefts
There have been several news reports
recently of hives being stolen. It is
good
practice
to
mark
your
equipment anyway, but consider
buying a branding iron if you have
several hives, as painted marks can
be disguised or removed. _
Tips from the Bee Man
If you have been under-supering, by
the end of this month new supers
should be added above the existing
ones. Keep checking for space and
add supers if necessary, not just for
honey collection but so that your bees
have enough space, particularly if
periods of very warm weather are
forecast. _
Contacts

Chair’s Corner
Do come along to our meeting on Saturday 15th July – it’s a chance to hear about
honey harvesting from hive to jar, and look at some of the different ways of
achieving this. And of course, if you are extracting honey, please consider preparing
a few jars for the Divisional Honey Show in October. _
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