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Box-office Beekeeping
The promise of free choc-ices was enough to attract members to
the screening of the feature film ‘More than Honey’, released in
2011 to great acclaim. The story illustrated emotively the
predicament facing bees and beekeepers by profiling the practices
of two very different characters: the first was a bearded Austrian mountain man, who wore no
protection and smoked only a cigar while inspecting his dark and docile strain of mountain
bee. Discovery in his hives of yellow queens or drones led to their immediate termination, and
he guarded fiercely the purity of local strain developed thorough generations. The beauty and
simplicity of such a continuity of culture contrasted powerfully with the mechanised and
ruthless practices of a west-coast American bee-farmer, who ran 10,000 colonies but admitted
that his methods were shameful. However, the capitalist in him was unable to repress the
thrill of interpreting the sound of millions of his bees at work in the Californian almond
orchards (which he monitored by light aircraft), as ‘the sound of money’. The theme of two
diverging ethical beekeeping options was explored effectively and with many visual high
points, the best of which was the sensational close-up footage of a queen mating in
flight. EFBKA score: 5/5._ Review contributed by Eric Beaumont

Bee Improvement For All
Ready for the new season? If you would like to start with ideas, inspiration and
encouragement, then it’s not too late to book to attend the BIFA day on 13 March. Roger
Patterson will be at Copped Hall, Epping to give guidance on the assessment of colonies and
explain how to use simple techniques to improve your stock and raise new queens. There will
also be information on colony management, with the emphasis on understanding events inside
the hive and keeping things simple. This is a good opportunity for beekeepers of five minutes
or fifty-five years experience to share information and absorb new techniques, some not often
found in books, and we hope that you will join us on the day.
Booking details
Book a ticket for £10/adult and £5/child (must be
accompanied by an adult) from Robin Harman at
secretary@eppingforestbeekeepers.co.uk Payment
to HSBC Account name EBKA, Sort code 40-20-37,
account number 21116681. Please include payment
reference 'BIFA' followed by your surname, e.g.
'BIFA HARMAN'.
Alternatively, send a cheque payable to 'EBKA' to
Robin Harman, 108, Palmerston Road, Buckhurst
Hill, Essex, IG9 5LG.
The event will run from 9.30-4.30 pm, refreshments
available but please bring your own lunch. See
www.coppedhalltrust.org.uk for map and travel
directions_
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Poly Nuc Boxes –
Poly Nucboxes
The Committee have approved the use of
Divisional funds to purchase a pallet of
forty poly nucboxes from Park Beekeeping
at the reduced price to members of £28,
down from £36; twenty-one have already
been reserved. If you would like to add
your name to the list, please email
chairman@eppingforestbeekeepers.co.uk.
Delivery date will be confirmed by email;
payment by cash or cheque on collection
from Wanstead Divisional Apiary. _
Chair’s Corner
It is not too early to hear the cry: ‘there are queen cells in my hive- what shall I
do?’ Fair weather in March will have beekeepers running for both ‘phone and
equipment. What will you do? The very excellent booklet ‘There Are Queen cells
in My Hive- What Shall I Do?’ is available to download from this link to the
Welsh Beekeepers’ Association. Funded by the Welsh Government, it is an
illustrated guide in plain language for beekeepers of all levels, and I recommend it
to you. Looking forward to seeing you at the BIFA Day; have you booked yet?

Monthly
Meeting
–
Swarm
Control, Thursday 17th March
After a mild winter, we can expect
to see swarms earlier than ever this
year. Come along to the Chingford
Horticultural Hall, Larkshall Road E4
6NH at 7.30 pm for that allimportant refresher on what to look
for on inspection, and how to tackle
it. This is recommended for both
beginners
and
experienced
beekeepers, and if you have bees at
any of the Divisional Apiaries, then
please make every effort to attend
as this year you will be asked to
show that you are taking steps to
control swarming. _
Spring Convention
The BBKA Spring Convention at
Harper Adams College will take
place from 8-10 April this year.
Tickets are now on sale from the
BBKA website where you can also
see a programme of lectures and
workshops. _
Ted Hooper Memorial Lecture
This inaugural lecture in memory
of the late Ted Hooper will take
place at 2pm on Sunday 17th April
at Marks Hall near Coggeshall,
Essex. Ted Hooper was a wellknown Essex beekeeper who was
awarded the MBE for services to
beekeeping. Clive De Bruyn and
Margaret Thomas will present this
lecture, which is for all
beekeepers whether experienced
or beginner. Tickets are £8 and
numbers are limited. Full details
of the lectures and details for
booking may be found in this
section of the EBKA website. _
Apiary site at Fyfield
The owner of a one-acre garden in
Fyfield, near Chipping Ongar, is
willing to accommodate hives of a
beekeeper in possession of the
BBKA Basic Assessment certificate
and Association Membership. If you
are interested, please contact Dave
Fairs at cityspa@btconnect.com._
Tips from the Bee Man
Now is the time when queens will be
laying more, and with a growing
colony there is a real chance of
starvation, so check for stores.
Varroa levels have been increasing
through the winter, as many
colonies have not stopped brood
rearing. Remember that dead bees
produce no honey! _
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