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February Meeting
Park Beekeeping has served beekeepers for over thirty years and
Godfrey Munro, the proprietor/beekeeper, has learned much in
that time which his engineer’s mind has put to good use. At our
February meeting Godfrey demonstrated a range of techniques
and new tools which made the packed house pause and ponder. Poly nuc box? Park was the
first and is still one of the best. Propolis diffuser? A new way to combat polluted air. Are you
aware of the benefits of buying ready-made frames? These and other aspects of beekeeping
kept the audience talking noisily until past ten o’ clock: a positive start to the season, I think
you will agree. _

Photos from Eric Beaumont

The new Sewardstone Apiary at Picks Cottage Fishery moved closer to completion this
week when terracing was dug out of the sloping field, enabling hives and beekeeper to work
on level ground. The work was carried out by Fishery owner, Andrew Roddick, who spent
three willing days with his digger shifting several tonnes of topsoil. This apiary is a significant
development involving landscaping, planting, and construction of a uniform model of hivestand, and we intend it to be a showcase of good apiary practice. The first photograph shows
your new Apiary Manager, Mark Chambers, smiling in the spring sunshine while pegging
out the site; the second shows two of four terraces. We will update regularly on progress and
invite members to join us there to help establish the apiary for the new season. _

Winter rust affects us all: when is a queen cell not a swarm cell? Which bee puts away
pollen? How do I clean a smoker*? Two short refresher courses were introduced this spring
to cater for those novice (and not so novice) beekeepers who may be hazy on the detail of
how to go about managing strong colonies of healthy bees that produce honey. At Chingford
we rattled through a dozen topics which entertained, puzzled and explained, and the positive
feedback hints at a good outdoor session in May when we will put into practice our polished
knowledge. *Methylated spirits, and thanks to Tristan for the tip. _
Chair’s Corner
At this time of year I feel as if about to surf on the crest of large wave: the
opportunity is coming and I must move rapidly to take advantage of the pleasure.
Although equipment cobwebs and dusty hammer are yet to be disturbed, I urge us all
(including myself) to clean boxes, make frames, and prepare to go to work with the
bees. The new Sewardstone divisional apiary has also involved much work - in
planning - and my thanks go to Mark Chambers for his good-humoured proactive
managerial commitment, and especially to Andrew Roddick Snr. for three essential
days of wet digger expertise
Eric Beaumont _

Monthly Meeting – Thursday 16th
March - Swarm Control and
Queen Finding
Worried about how to avoid swarms
this year? Do you struggle to find
the
queen
on
inspections?
Wondering how you’re going to do
an artificial swarm if you can’t find
her?
Get some reminders about
methods of swarm control and learn
some tips and tricks about finding
the queen at this month’s meeting.
Meet at Chingford Horticultural Hall,
Larkshall
Road,
E4
6NH
on
Thursday 16 March at 7.30 for 8
pm. _
The Flow Hive
The manufacturers of the innovative
Flow Hive have now produced a super
which will sit on top of a National hive.
They have kindly given one of these to
the Division, and once assembled it
will be put into one of the Divisional
apiaries so that all members can see
this in action. More details will follow
in due course, and if possible we are
hoping to get a speaker from Flow to
one of our summer meetings. _
Asian Hornet alert
After last year’s discovery of a nest of
Vespa Velutina in the UK, all
beekeepers are asked to look out for
these. Watch out for them ‘hawking’,
i.e. hovering outside a hive. Go to
www.nationalbeeunit.com for plans to
make a simple monitoring trap – your
role is crucial in defeating this and
early detection of nests is vital. _
Beekeeping with Mary Berry
The queen of ‘Bake Off’ has tried
beekeeping
at
an
apiary
in
Chorleywood. The programme is on
BBC2 on Monday 6th March at 8.30
pm, if you’ve received the newsletter
too late for this, you should be able to
find the programme on BBC iPlayer
for a few weeks. _
Tips from the Bee Man
Colonies are starting to build up
rapidly but forage is still limited, so
keep an eye on stores. Check varroa
levels, as there is a window for
treatment over the next few weeks as
temperatures rise but before honey
flow begins.
Now is a good time to check that you
have sufficient stock of frames and
hive parts – if you need to carry out
an artificial swarm, will you have
enough equipment?
Order new
supplies before swarming begins _
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