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April meetings
The April meeting was a chance to see Martin Kemble talk about
how to make skeps with a demonstration of the different types of
straw used, the methods used here and abroad and some of the
different designs. A properly constructed skep should be able to
bear the weight of the maker, and Martin demonstrated this!
This was a really entertaining evening with some fascinating factual information and a chance
to see the tools and materials used in this ancient traditional craft.
Nosema
An extra meeting took place in April to hold a drop-in ‘Nosema Clinic’. A number of Division
members turned up to be shown how to prepare a slide for inspection and to get the verdict
on their bees’ health. Fortunately only one member was discovered to have a serious
infestation, all other samples were declared healthy. It’s intended to run this clinic again later
in the year but meanwhile if you have any concerns about the health of your bees, contact
Divisional Bee Disease Officer Ken Barker for help and advice._

Monthly Meeting – Saturday 23
May
The next monthly meeting will take
place on Saturday 23rd May at
Wanstead Apiary which is at the
rear of 24 Langley Drive, Wanstead
E11 2LL.
Peter Dalby will be
demonstrating the use of supers –
there is more to them than just for
harvesting honey! The meeting will
begin at 2.30, please park with
consideration for local residents.
Bee suits are not required for this
session,
refreshments
will
be
provided. _
Willow Cottage
Please mark your diary for 20th
June, don’t miss our meeting in the
beautiful gardens of Willow Cottage
where Jean Smye will be the guest
speaker.
We will be looking for
sandwiches and cakes for the tea so
if you can offer to help please let
Robin Harman know. _
Missing bee suits
Have you borrowed one of the
Division’s bee suits at any of last
year’s meetings, and if so did you
accidentally take it home with you?
Two of our suits are missing; they
are easily identified as they have
the EFBKA logo on the front. We
need these back please, as they are
used by the Beginners’ Course
amongst other things – if you have
found one of these, please return it
to one of the Committee at the next
meeting. _

Apitherapy workshop
Barbara Dalby is running a workshop
on apitherapy – the medical use of
bee products – on Sat 16th May in
Cheshunt. There are a few spaces
left, if you are interested in this
please contact Barbara for more
information on 01992 427470_

Bee Health Day – 27th June
Another reminder for this event to be held
near Colchester. Highly recommended, the
day runs from 10-4 and will include a
mixture of discussion and presentations
including some practical sessions and a
chance to meet local Bee Disease Inspectors.
All you need is a packed lunch and a clean
bee suit. Booking essential, contact Jim
McNeill at jimandliz44@aol.co.uk or on
01708 765898. _

BBKA Study Modules
If you have completed the Basic
Examination, are you thinking of doing one
of the Exam Modules this year? Would
you like to take part in a friendly local
Study Group with other Division Members
to look at the materials, get tips on exam
technique and share advice? If you would
be interested in this, please get in touch
with Chris Branch who is the Division
Education Officer._

Chair’s Corner
Swarms are emerging, and it looks as if it will be a busy season for bees and
beekeepers. Do come along to our first outdoor meeting on Saturday 23rd, there is
a lot more to supering than just creating a space for the bees to store honey and
Peter Dalby will be talking about this. If you have got a subject that you’d like to
hear more about or if you have seen a speaker somewhere who you thought was
good then please let us know as we are planning the programme for the rest of the
year. _
Eric Beaumont

Tips from the Bee Man
Swarms began in mid-April and are
likely to resume after a period of wet
or cold weather. Inspect your colonies
regularly to check for queen cells and
be prepared to take appropriate action.
Colonies are expanding rapidly at this
time of year so make sure that your
bees have enough space and add
supers as necessary – just doing this
may be enough to prevent them from
swarming. _

Contacts
Chairman – Eric Beaumont
chairman@eppingforestbeekeepers.co.uk

Secretary – Robin Harman

secretary@eppingforestbeekeepers.co.uk

Treasurer – John Dutney
treasurer@eppingforestbeekeepers.co.uk

Newsletter – Olivia Burren

editor@eppingforestbeekeepers.co.uk

Tel: 020 8504 0664
Website - Kevin Cook
Tel: 0208 532 1584

webmaster@eppingforestbeekeepers.co.uk

