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design of labels and packaging. James’ route to was to consider fifty possible company names, 
reject nearly all and fine tune the result. Essential elements included the use of contrasting 
colours, the ability of the label to stand out on a shelf, and bold simplicity.     
      For beekeepers selling at farmers’ markets or the local butcher this contemporary look is 
crucial: the new honey buyer is younger, visually literate, and engaged by modern design. In 
the hands of a supermarket this approach may be unappetising, but when used by a local 
honey producer it displays a professional approach. Design can be expensive but cost effective 
routes are possible: a skilled friend or colleague may oblige; much can be achieved using 
Powerpoint, Word or Photoshop Express; patience is essential and results take time to digest, 
assess, and polish. 
     The counterpart to good design is the ability to position and sell local honey effectively, and 
Eric Beaumont gave an insight into the historical lows and highs of honey prices. Are the days 
of cheap honey over? That is to some extent the responsibility of beekeepers, for while bulk 
prices are perpetually disappointing, niche selling and imaginative design will invariably give a 
satisfying return for summer labours.   

Do you have surplus honey?  
Member Chris Barnes seeks honey in 
30 lb buckets. Contact him at 
chris@mypeter.com.  
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Monthly Meeting – Thursday 17th 
November – Honey Soap Making 
Our November meeting will be a 
presentation by Dr Sara Robb on 
making soap with honey and bee 
products. This will be an entertaining 
evening with some really useful tips 
on producing soap from a renowned 
expert in the field, and the chance to 
buy some of Sara’s books.  Meet as 
usual at Chingford Horticultural 
Hall, Larkshall Road, E4 6NH at 
7.30 for 8 pm.   
 

Chair’s Corner 
The success of our Honey Show at Copped Hall Apple Day – with honey sales 
reaching nearly £1100 @ £10/lb – brings our season very nearly to a close, save 
for the November entertainment of Dr Sara Robb’s honey soap extravaganza and 
the Christmas Dinner AGM.  Yes, that’s right: business will combine with pleasure 
and the usual December feast and frolics will have as its hors d’hoeuvres a lightly 
braised AGM and the savoury delicacy of the Honey Show awards. 
Although our sous-chef is having trouble locating the sautée pot and the menu 
remains a mystery, you know it will eventually come together, and I look forward 
to celebrating with you this tiring but productive beekeeping season. Don’t forget 
to book. 
Eric Beaumont  
 

Tips from the Bee Man 
Although bees are still flying on sunny 
days, there is little to do at the hive at 
the moment as long as your bees have 
sufficient stores to get them through 
winter.  If they still need feeding, it’s 
time to  use candy (fondant) rather 
than liquid feed.  Make sure that  
mouse guards are in place.  Here’s a 
tip to note for next spring, from Robin 
Harman:  when hiving a swarm, put a 
brood frame from another colony in 
the new hive.  The brood pheromone 
should prevent the swarm from 
absconding.    

October Meeting 
For as long as man can recall honey labels have trod the same 
predictable and unimaginative path, but at our October meeting 
the Chelmsford designer and beekeeper James Curtis of Wildwing 
Honey woke up the audience with a presentation of dynamic  

Honey Show 2016 
The new Honey Show home at Copped Hall Apple Day proved a success from several angles: 
first, the venue is a major Epping attraction and many of us explored for the first time this 
semi-derelict grand Georgian mansion and with it, the restoration efforts of the Trust. 
Secondly, it offered us the opportunity to expose our Honey Show to a significantly wider 
audience, and thirdly, we achieved record-breaking honey sales at proper prices.    
    Highlights of the show? The Junior Class first-time winner Haroon Attan, Ted Gradosielski’s 
Best in Show award, another first time Beginner winner in Linda Bondy, and Peter Clarke’s 
consistently excellent (though regretfully untasted) prize mead. 
     The management of the Show, the success of the honey sales and the busy educational 
observation hive was a real team effort of practical organisation, but please thank the stars 
of the Show, Khalil and Salma Attan, for their seemingly calm and dedicated organisation 
over many days and probably, several nights.      

EBKA TRAINING DAY BBKA 
MODULE 1 STUDY DAY  
Saturday 14th January 2017 at 
Writtle College, Chelmsford  
 
This training is part funded by the CEC 
and so representation from all 
Divisions is desirable. This is a new 
venture, concentrating on the 
preparation for Module 1 - Honey Bee 
Management into a day rather than 
evening sessions. There will be plenty 
of time to reflect and revise 
afterwards if you are taking the exam 
on March 18th 2017. Preference will be 
given to those who are taking the 
exam, but it is not a requirement. 
Places are limited to 12-15 people. 
Costs will be £10 - £15  Please email  
EBKA Education Secretary Jane Ridler 
on jane.ridler@uwclub.net to book a 
place.  
 
Division Member Christine Poerschke 
is also interested in hearing from 
anyone taking Module 1 who would 
like to join a very informal study 
group. Contact Christine via Robin 
Harman.  

Thanks to Katy Langley and Robin Harman for photos  

Fat Bees Skinny Bees - a manual on 
honey bee nutrition for beekeepers. This 
book by Doug Somerville got good 
mentions at one of this year's National 
Honey Show lectures. It's available freely 
online 
(https://rirdc.infoservices.com.au/downloa
ds/05-054) and might be of interest to 
Division members.  Christine Poerschke 

 


