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August at Wanstead: advice for winter
The August meeting at Wanstead was held in glorious weather and
presented one different method of autumn feeding, demonstrated a
variety of equipment, suggested plans for using it and of doing so
while treating for varroa, not an exact science at the best of times
and certainly not this year during a nectar drought and heatwave.
Nonetheless, the delights of an expensive cedar Ashforth feeder, the drawbacks of feeding in
daytime, fermentation and the benefits of invert syrup were some of the topics covered. If one
factor came across during the afternoon it was that there are many different ways to feed: not
at all, leaving honey, giving sugar syrup, invert syrup, or even a 12.5 kg block of fondant. This
last method certainly simplifies the job, and an information email was sent recently to all
members giving further details of this and all other aspects of the essential autumn task of
ensuring that bees go into winter with adequate stores.
_

The collection of 1.3 tonnes of members’ Apikel invert syrup from Saffron Walden. Seen
loading are Richard Smith and Adele Beaumont.
Photo by Eric Beaumont
Another Awkward Swarm

A swarm on Brookfield Allotments which had
housed itself inside a loose brick base with a
paving slab for a roof. All hived without fuss by
either party. Photo by Eric Beaumont

Beginning Beekeeping
After the success of this year’s Beginner’s
Beekeeping Course we are already making
plans for next spring. The course will run
for five weeks on Saturdays, and includes
practical experience of inspecting hives as
well as some of the theory of beekeeping.
Do you want to learn beekeeping or do you
know someone who would like to take this
course?
The course starts in April next year and the
cost will be £90 which includes all
materials, a beekeeping manual and
Divisional Membership. Please contact
treasurer@eppingforestbeekeepers.co.uk if
you would like to book a place, but don’t
leave it too late as places will be limited. _

Essex Beekeepers’ Conference
This year’s Essex Conference will be held on Saturday 5th November at Barking & Dagenham
College, Dagenham Road, Romford RM7 OXU. The theme is ‘Raising the Standards of
Beekeeping Husbandry’ and speakers are Celia Davis NDB on ‘Beekeeper versus Bee’, Gerry
Collins NDB on ‘What’s Going on In My Hive?’ and Robert Smith NDB on ‘Wild and Spaced
Out!’ The ticket price of £25 includes lunch, and there will be trade stands and a raffle
available. Full details and a booking form are available on www.ebka.org/whatson _

Chair’s Corner
The season may be drawing to a close but the Honey Show on 9 October at
Copped Hall Apple Day will send it off in style. This vast Georgian semi-derelict
and partly-restored grand house puts on a popular annual event with many stalls
including apples, stoats, tea & cake, a vintage Rolls-Royce, and the freedom to
wander the subterranean kitchens and walled garden.
This year our Association has a new award: a cup presented by the family of our
late member Harold Moss which will reward the exhibit judged to be Best in
Show. Go on, have a go.
Eric Beaumont _

Monthly Meeting – Saturday 17th
September
Join us for the last apiary-based meeting
of this year at the Wanstead Apiary,
rear of 24 Langley Drive, E11 at 2.30
pm. The topic for discussion will be
‘Avoiding Winter Losses’. The talk will
cover the feeding of candy and pollen
patties amongst other things. From 20th
October meetings will revert to the third
Thursday evening of each month at
Chingford Horticultural Hall, Larkshall
Road E4 6NH. _
The Harold Moss Cup
As our chairman Eric Beaumont says
– why not have a go at entering this
year’s Honey Show? Entry forms
and a list of classes are available on
the EFBKA website, and with 21
different classes there is something
for everyone. Baking, mead
making, wax, candles and
photography are all options as well
as the more traditional honey
classes.
There is a new prize this year –
some of you may recall reading of
the death of long-term member
Harold Moss in 2015. Harold was
101 when he died, and had been a
member of the Division since at
least 1952. His family have kindly
donated a cup to be awarded to the
exhibit which is judged to be the
Best in Show. This will be the first
year that this cup has been awarded
– it will be won by someone from
our Division, but there are no prizes
if you don’t enter! If you have
harvested honey, made candles or
taken a good photo, then why not
submit it – we would love to see
more entries this year. _
Essex Honey Show
A final reminder – the Essex Honey
Show is on Saturday and Sunday
10th and 11th September at
Barleylands, near Billericay in
Essex. Go to www.ebka.org for
further details. _
Tips from the Bee Man
Varroa
treatment
should
be
completed this month, if you
haven’t already done so, and think
about winte feeding. It’s also a
good time to consider how you will
access your apiary in winter
months – do you need to clear any
ground, put down wood chips or
remove long vegetation? _
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