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apiary we learned of sustainability, in which carbon footprint of equipment is minimised, and 
bee-centric practices, whereby inspections are infrequent and swarming accepted. Treatment of 
the colony as a super-organism and not a sum of parts results in healthy bees, despite reduced 
convenience for the beekeeper. As a consequence, Sean does not feel the need to treat for 
varroa and does not lose colonies to disease.   
  
Sean’s guided tour of the apiaries showed not only the Warré and Top Bar hive in action, but 
the sensational tree-trunk hive fitted with door and established swarm. The afternoon at 
Organic Lea was one of the most engaging in recent memory and thanks to Sean, his good 
humour and vibrant explanation of different ways to keep bees, we left with a broader 
understanding of the road we travel together as beekeepers.  
attheapiary.wordpress.com              organiclea.org.uk      _ 
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Monthly Meeting Saturday 16th 
September – Keeping Your Bees 
Alive Through Winter 
 
Join us for the last outdoor meeting of 
the season at Wanstead Apiary on 
16 September at 2.30 pm for a 3 
pm start, at the rear of 24, Langley 
Drive, Wanstead, E11 2LL, where we 
will demonstrate, discuss, and describe 
how to keep bees alive through winter 
and into spring._  

Chair’s Corner 
The sun may be setting on the season but much work is yet to be done to enable 
bees to survive not only the coming winter, but the following spring (always trickier) 
and at our September meeting we will demonstrate practical techniques to help 
ensure that survival. How do you feed fondant, and when? What about cold, my bees 
might be cold!  Why are there new holes in my hive? Hold onto these sorts of 
questions and bring them to Wanstead, where we promise to chew them over and 
deliver the answers.                                       Eric Beaumont  _ 
 

Tips from the Bee Man 
By now you should be concluding 
both autumn feeding and varroa 
treatment.  One of the most effective 
varroa treatments is MAQS, but if you 
use this you must ensure your hive is 
sufficiently well-ventilate and don’t 
restrict the entrance during use, as 
this can lead to injury to your bees.  
The manufacturers say that it does 
not taint honey but one or two 
beekeepers have disputed this.   If 
your hives are in an area where mice 
may be a problem over winter, 
consider fitting a mouse guard at the 
entrance to the hive after you have 
concluded varroa treatment. _ 

Beekeeping: an organic craft 
  
At the outdoor August meeting in Chingford a vivid and 
invigorating demonstration was given by Sean Hearn of a 
markedly different method of beekeeping.  At the Organic Lea 
sustainability, in which carbon footprint of equipment is minimised, 

Sustainable beekeeping – a short 
course 
 
Following the success of the recent 
meeting at Organic Lea, members 
were keen to learn more about 
sustainable beekeeping. Sean has 
offered to run a short course in 
September and requires a minimum 
of five beekeepers. To express an 
interest and for further details contact 
seanhearn@hotmail.com  _ 

Exam success 
Another Divisional Member has 
succeeded in passing the Basic 
Examination – congratulations to 
Alistair Clarke. _ 

For Sale 
 
Thorne Warming Cabinet with 
thermostat £140. List price 
£200+delivery. 
Thorne electric uncapping Easi-knife 
£25. List price £45+delivery. 
Both items as new, used once. 
Contact Helen Chadwick on 07505 
692945. _ 

Left: Sean demonstrates the Warré hive and right, the magical door in a tree 
trunk – no, it’s not Narnia, it’s OrganicLea’s natural colony!  
Thanks to Eric Beaumont for report and photos 

The Epping Forest Beekeepers Association Honey Show 
This is (almost) your last call – our own Honey Show will take place on 8th October at 
Copped Hall, and will coincide with their annual Apple Day.  There are 21 classes, with 
everything from honey to mead, candles, wax, cakes and even photography. 
Will Ted Grad sweep the board again this year?  Only if you sit back and think ‘it’s not 
worth my while to enter’!  We would love to see as many entries as possible this year; the 
more entries, the better the competition.   This is a chance for us to show non-beekeepers 
what a wide range of products can come from the hive.  Even if you are not going to enter 
one of the classes, please come along on the day to support your fellow beekeepers and 
take a look at the exhibits.  _ 
 


